Newsletter Term 4 Week 2 2022

PRINCIPAL MESSAGE Upcoming Events

Dear Parents and Carers, Oct

Welcome Back to Term Four st 2L Kindergarten Orientation
Mon 24

I would like to thank our families for a smooth return to Siale B eiiseiballl s s 1

Term 4. It is hard to believe that we are well and truly into
the final quarter of the school year! Please see below for
the latest information on COVID 19, including an update on recent changes.

e Summer Gala Day 1

COVID 19 Information Update

| hope you and your child/children have settled into our final term of 2022. | want to provide you with an update
on our COVID-smart settings, particularly with the latest change to isolation requirements and what this will mean
for our school. Please review the following information and don’t hesitate to get in touch if you have further
questions.

On 30 September, National Cabinet announced that from Friday 14 October 2022, people who test positive to
COVID-19 do not need to isolate. In line with this announcement, the NSW Department of Education have worked
with NSW Health to support all schools to adapt to this change while continuing to prioritise student and staff
wellbeing by minimising the risk of COVID-19 transmissions.

Students and staff should continue to stay home when sick

Students, staff and visitors should only attend school when they are symptom free. We strongly encourage all
students, staff and visitors to follow the guidance issued by NSW Health. We will continue to send home
students or staff displaying symptoms.

Anyone who believes they have been exposed to COVID-19 is strongly recommended to monitor for symptoms
and test if they have any concerns, as well as wear a mask. We will continue to support our families to use rapid
antigen tests (RATSs) if symptomatic or if you believe you have been exposed to COVID-19. RAT testing may help
identify the infection early and is important if you are in contact with people at greater risk of serious illness if
exposed to COVID-19.

Our school will continue to operate with our baseline COVID-smart measures in place throughout Term 4 to
minimise transmission and keep our school open. This includes a combination of layered safety measures such as
maintaining hygiene and cleaning practices, using rapid antigen testing (RAT) when experiencing symptoms,
maximising natural ventilation, strongly encouraged vaccinations and encouraging mask-wearing particularly
when indoors and/or physical distancing is not possible.

In certain circumstances, NSW Health and the Department of Education may advise that additional COVID-smart
measures be temporarily reintroduced at our school. We will provide further details of any changes to COVID-
smart measures at our school, if/when required.
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Bass Hill Public School

Reporting requirements from 14 October

Please continue to notify our school if your child tests positive to COVID-19 as we will continue to notify the
school community of any known positive cases to prioritise student and staff safety and wellbeing.

STAGE 2 - GYMNASTICS
As part of their learning in Physical Education (PE) this term, Stage 2 are participating in gymnastics lessons. They

are having a blast!
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wildlife park

STAGE 2 EXCURSION
On Wednesday 9th of November, Stage 2 will be taking a trip to Symbio Wildlife Park. All students are expected to
attend to consolidate their knowledge and understanding around Geography - The Earth’s Environment.
Students will take part in a range of guided activities including:
- Bushwalk
- Bug Catching
- Dip Net Fishing
- Ranger Jamie Olympics
Payment and permission note need to be returned to the front office no later than 29*" October.

ENROLLING FOR 2023
To obtain an enrolment form, please contact our school office on 9644 3431, by email basshill-
p.school@det.nsw.edu.au or online via our school website https://basshill-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/

SELECTIVE HIGH SCHOOL PLACEMENT IN YEAR 7 IN 2024

Applications for Year 7 entry to selective high schools in 2024 open on 18 October 2022
Applications will close on 16 November 2022. The due date is sirictly ohserved. Requests
for late applications will be approved only under very specific and well-documented
circumstances.

Find information about the application and placement process and apply online at
hitps-/education.nsw.gov. au/public-schools/selective-high-schools-and-opportunity-

classesfyear-7.

All candidates are required to sit the Selective High School Placement Test to be held on
Thursday 4 May 2023.

The online application dashboard enables parents ta log in to make updates and add
attachments even after an application is submitted. Parents also communicate directly with
the Selective Education Unit through the system’s messages featune.

Parents having difficulty completing or submitting an application, should contact the
Selective Education Unit through their application dashboard or, if unable to do so, by
email ssu@det nsw.edu.au.

Keep updated on the selective high school placement process at
tips: i plic- I lective-higl .
classes
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School Travel
Term 4 2022

2023 school travel applications are now open
Applications for student travel in 2023 open from Monday 10 Qctober 2022.

Students who need a School Opal card or travel pass for 2023 can apply now. A new application
will need to be submitted if they are applying for the first time, or if they are requesting an
additional travel entitlement as a result of a new shared parental responsibility situation (e.g.
joint custody).

Students who change address, school, campus location, have repeated a year or received an
expiry notification from Transport for NSW for their school travel entitlement should rensw or
update their details before the end of term 4. This will ensure that schools can endorse
applications, and entitlements remain valid for the start of the 2023 school year. School Opal
card holders will have the changes applied to their existing card.

If a student’s distance eligibility has changed based on their grade (i.e. grade two to grade
three). the system will automatically update their entitlement if they meet the new criteria. If
they do not meet the new eligibility criteria, we will send an expiry notification via email.

Students who have an entitlement approved under a medical condition that is due to expire will
receive a notification advising them to re-apply.

Term Bus Pass holders will receive a notification to re-apply.

Students in the Opal network applying for an Opal card (including a Term Bus Pass) for the first
time will receive their Student Opal card at their nominated postal address. Cards will be mailed
out from January 2023.

Students living in rural and regicnal (RE&R) areas should receive their travel pass at the start of
the new school year from their nominated transport operator. It may come via the school or be
sent directly to them at home. Note: some R&R operators do not issue travel passes.
Students/parents should confirm with their nominated cperator if they do not receive a pass.

Travel from Term 12023

We ask that parents plan ahead and make sure their child knows which service/s to use and has a
valid ticket to travel; either a School Opal card or Child/Youth Opal card (within Greater Sydney)
ar a School Travel Pass (outside Greater Sydney), from the start of the school year.

Applications for 2023 School Student Transport Scheme (SSTS) travel open at the start of Term
4 2022, so parents/students can apply or update details early and be ready for the start of the
new school year.

Most students using the Opal network will not need a new Opal card and can continue travelling
on their existing card each year.

The start of the year is a busy period for local transport operators, and students travelling
without a valid ticket make service planning and operations difficult.
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School Travel
Term 4 2022

We recognise that for some families last minute changes to school enrolments mean they may
not have a School Opal card or Travel Pass for the start of term. In the Opal network, we strongly
encourage these families to have their children travel with a Child/Youth Opal card until they
receive their valid School Opal card. If outside Greater Sydney, parents should contact their local
bus operator to discuss their travel needs.

Bus operators are flexible and understanding, particularly at the start of the school year, and will
ensure students can travel safely to and from school. But to best support our operators we
encourage all students to have a valid ticket, as early as possible, from the start of the school
year.

Students using School Opal cards are also reminded that they must tap on and tap off in line
with the Student code of conduct and Opal terms of use.

Further information can be found at transportnsw.infofiraval-infoiusing-public-transportfschool -traval

Enguirie= can be submitied at iransportnsw.infodcontact-usffeedbackipasses-concessions-feadback
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